Appendix A

Amenities & Leisure Committee Meeting — 22" July 2026

Agenda Item 3 — RIVERSIDE PARK FOOTBRIDGE

Wokingham Borough Council has approached the Town Council with a request for a financial
contribution towards the replacement of the wooden footbridge at Riverside Park (near the Harley
Davidson garage).

The footbridge has been closed for some time due to its poor condition, it is beyond repair and WBC
are looking to install a replacement. WBC officers Richard Bissett and Andy Glencross met with the
Town Clerk and Councillors Nicola Brock (Chair of Amenities & Leisure Committee) and Al Neal
(Chair of Council) to explain the situation in more detail:

e The condition of the current footbridge is such that a total replacement is necessary

¢ Predicted costs for the project have come in over WBC’s budget at possibly £80k - £100k

e WBC will be unable to install a replacement bridge unless additional funds are sourced from
elsewhere hence the request to Earley Town Council

e WBC is requesting a contribution of between £20k and £40k from Earley Town Council

Andy Glencross offered to attend a council meeting to explain the project to councillors and answer
any questions they may have. WBC are keen to do this work within the current financial year and, as
the Policy & Resources Committee does not meet until September, it was agreed that Andy would
present to the Amenities & Leisure Committee on 22" July 2026 to gauge councillors’ views. All
town councillors are welcome to attend.

As this request is outside of the Town Council’s current expenditure plans, any decision to assist
WBC financially would need to be taken by Council.



Appendix B
Amenities & Leisure Committee Meeting — 22" July 2026

Agenda Item 6.2.1 — SPOKES ETC — Bike Workshop

The new Earley Town Council bike workshop at Centrepoint Community Centre, Spokes ETC, was
launched on 10" June 2026. ETC’s Bike Workshop Co-ordinator, Gianpiero, had organised the tools
and equipment, ensuring the bike mechanics have everything they need and, working with ETC’s
Projects Manager, devised the processes and forms to ensure the facility runs smoothly and
efficiently.

Spokes ETC currently opens one day a week (usually Tuesdays 2pm — 6pm) as well as on the monthly
Repair Café Sundays. It offers an affordable service which includes bike health checks, general
servicing, gear and brake adjustments and repairs. The focus is on keeping families, leisure riders and
commuters on their bikes. We currently have five volunteer bike mechanics who offer their time
weekly or fortnightly depending on their availability. They work alongside Gianpiero who signs off
any works completed before the bike is returned to its owner.

At the time of writing, the team had dealt with 21 bikes over 6 Spokes sessions.

Photo: Tim (volunteer), Earley Mayor Cllr Al Neal (also a volunteer) and Gianpiero (Spokes ETC Co-
ordinator) at the opening of Spokes ETC on 10" June 2026.

£

jjjj;fffff'

'H
r
: T “,ifﬂ“ﬁ EiagEiis]
s

\@ 3 bifiisdi

&

I

Jo Friend
Town Clerk
13.7.26



Appendix C

Amenities & Leisure Committee Meeting — 22" July 2026

Agenda Item 7 — Biodiversity Update

The Biodiversity group met in June and July 2026 to discuss actions and plans. Present were the Park
Rangers, Town Clerk and the Operations Manager.

1. Sibly/Collins Drive Planting

Following the botanical survey of the conservation corridor, including vegetation in the
sustainable drainage features, nettles and hogweed have been removed and wild flower
seed sown. Although this is a long term project, there has already been a noticeable
improvement in the appearance and diversity of the area. Further work will be carried out to
remove some of the treacle mustard and charlock that has thrived and additional wild
flower seed will be sown in due course.

2. Redhatch Copse
Previous work on clearing brambles and creating new scallop areas for bluebells to
thrive has been successful — there was a 20% increase in the number of bluebells
flowering in 2026. The Rangers and Wednesday Volunteers have cleared a further 4
scallops and bramble clearance of 3 others will be completed in the autumn. The work
has also resulted in a sharp increase in the number of snakeshead fritillarys flowering.

3. Equipment

The Rangers have used the new echo locators to carry out several bat surveys in areas of the
nature reserve not previously covered and have been pleasantly surprised by the number
and variety of bats they have identified. Their observations are being recorded.

Officers continue to use the oxygen meter at various points in the lake to monitor the health
of the water. In some areas oxygen levels reduced during the extreme temperatures we
were experiencing but they have recovered and there are currently no concerns.

A resident has donated a trail cam to be used in the nature reserve. The information gained
from this camera will be added to our species records.

4, Ash Dieback

Ashley has completed his visual survey of ash trees at MELNR. Whilst there is evidence of
some ash dieback, the findings were encouraging. We are considering planting Salix in those
areas most likely to be affected in future.

5. Meadows
This year the Rangers will be trialling the use of various tools and cutting methods in
different areas to see how the meadows respond. The methods that result in greater

diversity of meadow regrowth will be rolled out across other areas.

6. Species Incidents

All incidents regarding wildlife are being recorded and monitored:

e Canada Goose entangled in fishing line — line removed from bird and further fishing
line cleared from lake
e Buzzard found dead in woods — reported to DEFRA



e Death of male swan on lake — removed by Rangers and collected by DEFRA who will
conduct tests
e Five dead carp in lake — an unusually high number; fish undamaged but looked oid
and were probably exhausted by spawning. Water oxygen tests conducted and no
issue found, no further deaths
7. Trees

Rangers suggested planting an English Oak at Sol Joel Park to replace the mature tree that
has had to be removed due to decay. This could be done as part of the SIP centenary
project.

8. Cemetery Footbridge

The Operations Manager reported that he is liaising with the ecology team working on the
WBC footbridge repairs project who have agreed to share their ecology findings with ETC.
This information will be added to our records. At present we are aware of the presence of
dormice and bats at the site.
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Wokingham Borough "~
A Veteran Tree Survey tree i
A

TREE WARDEN SCHEME

COMPLETION REPORT 2025 W s

This report is a brief summary of the 2006 to 2024 veteran tree survey
by Wokingham District Veteran Tree Association (WDVTA)

It is intended to be an addendum to the 10*" Anniversary report published in 2017.

There is a more detailed online version of this report on the WDVTA website.

HOW THE SURVEY BEGAN

In 2005 the sound of a chainsaw and the felling of a fine mature English oak marked
the loss of yet another well-loved veteran tree in Wokingham Town. It was the impetus
for the founding of WDVTA in 2006/7 as a response to a period of increasing threats to
old trees in Wokingham.

In 2006 a generous grant from the Wokingham Society allowed the initial organisation
of a survey of veteran trees in Wokingham Town. In 2007 this was expanded to a
District/Borough-wide survey funded by a National Lottery grant with contributions
and support from Wokingham Borough Council and Town and Parish Councils across
the borough.
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Measuring a maiden oak
at 1.5m above ground level

10™ ANNIVERSARY REPORT

Following the publication of a reportin 2012 on the veteran trees in Wokingham Town, WDVTA
published a further 10t Anniversary Report in 2017 charting the progress of veteran tree
surveying by volunteers from across the whole of Wokingham Borough. All 17 towns and
parishes in the borough were described individually.

The report highlighted the establishment of a borough-wide database and website, the
WokinghantDistrict production of a quarterly e-newsletter Tree Watch’ and membership of The Tree Council tree
Veteran Tree Association warden scheme, as well as a variety of other activities such as talks, training, walks and visits.

10" AMMIVERSARY REROR T 2017

WHAT IS AVETERAN TREE?

Veteran trees have reached full maturity and show signs of ageing, such as
cavities and bark loss, all good habitats for wildlife. The age at which this
occurs varies with species - an oak will take far more years than a silver
birch.

A tree's status is indicated by its girth: an oak with a girth of 4m could be
over 200 years old. Our recorded trees are classified by the Ancient Tree
Inventory as notable, veteran or ancient.

Veteran oak in The Coombes,
Barkham - Record 7666
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WEBSITE MAP OF
ALL RECORDED TREES

By 2025 more than 140 volunteers had surveyed, recorded and photographed over 8,500 notable,

veteran and ancient trees. These are mapped and detailed on our website.

Every recorded tree in all the borough’s 17 towns and parishes appear on this map and further

details about each tree can be accessed by clicking on the relevant icon.

The information includes when the tree was recorded, its grid reference, girth and condition when

recorded, as well as photographs and any subsequent updates.

Sapdinasy

Network.
Map data © 2025 Google

Our data has been sent to Wokingham Borough Council, the Ancient Tree Inventory via the
Woodland Trust, the Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre and the National Biodiversity

ENGLISH OAKS AND SURVEY SUMMARY i

2000 —
1800 — 1798 English oaks are by far the most common species of veteran tree found across the borough. They
account for over half the trees in the database and may reflect the history of Wokingham as part
1600 = of the Royal Forest and its industry, providing a source of wood for building and oak bark for
a 1400 — tanning.
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Appendix D

REFLECTIONS ON VOLUNTEER
TREE SURVEYING

In responses to a questionnaire in 2025 on their tree surveying experiences,
many volunteers reported great pleasure in having spent time in the
countryside in the company of like-minded people.

They enjoyed learning more about old trees and how to identify and record
them using modern technology. Many were fascinated to discover the
connections between veteran trees and local history.

In spite of obstacles such as scrambling through brambles, nettles and ditches,
and the occasional refusal of access, they found most local people were
interested in, and supportive of, what they were doing.

Surveyors reported that their experiences significantly increased their
awareness of the aesthetic, cultural and environmental importance of veteran
trees in local communities.

As with all sections, there is a more detailed review of the survey responses in
the online version of this report. Wokingham Town

«  Veteran trees, and especially oaks, are
very significant in the local economic
and social history and contribute
significantly to the borough’s attractive

} environment.

There are many contemporary
pressures on old trees including
development projects, proximity

of roads and houses, diseases and
public ignorance, as well as from the
storms, floods, droughts and increased
temperatures from climate change.

+  Surveying veteran trees is a powerful
tool for promoting interest in, and
understanding of, the ecology and
biology of trees.

e o=

The Walter Oak in Winnersh - Record 5297 - the 5,606"1‘ iree recorded

+  Veteran trees are significantly important hosts to a wide variety of flora
and fauna - both the visible and the microscopic.

+  Trees are invaluable for community health and well-being. They give us
oxygen, store carbon, absorb pollutants and help reduce stress levels and
blood pressure.

*  Wooded areas encourage a feeling of community, so people can
come together for activities such as walking, bird watching and nature
conservation.

*  Woodlands provide space for children to play and find interest and a
sense of adventure in natural settings.

Fox in a crack willow by the Emm Brook, 4%
Wokingham Town - Record 264 ‘55



THE LOSS OF VETERAN TREES

We noticed the continual loss of veteran trees throughout the 20 years of
the survey. Of the 8,696 trees recorded, 273 were dead when surveyed.
Most of these were stumps, but 13 were recorded as dead and standing,
with 2 being dead and fallen.

A further 258 trees, living when recorded, have been lost since the
surveying began in 2006. Reasons include natural decline, storm damage,
disease, safety concerns and development, both legal and illegal.

These lost trees are just those we have been informed about. Sadly there
will be others lost across the borough that we don’t know about because we
have not systematically checked all recorded trees.

Felled tree near Ye Olde
Leathern Bottel in
Wokingham Town -
Record 3207

Graffiti on the stump after felling, written by a concerned
resident, not a WDVTA member: “This took ¢380 years to
" grow, hours to fell, a home to many RIP”

ACTION NEEDED TO FOSTER
THE VETERAN TREES
OF THE FUTURE

The loss of so many old trees over the last 20 years from Wokingham Borough

is a warning that future generations will not be able to enjoy all of the many
health and environmental benefits which such trees bring - unless action is taken
urgently. It will take at least 150 years for any newly planted trees to reach veteran
status, but there are trees growing today which could become veterans in much
shorter time if they were identified and protected.

Volunteers saw many of these
younger notable trees across the
borough in hedges, woodlands

and parks, but they did not record
them as their girth was a little less
than 3m. A project to nurture these
trees to become the veterans of the

future would bring many benefits to A An early mature oak on a footpath off
the borough. White Horse Lane, Finchampstead

In the last 50 years many hedges as well as trees within hedges have been lost. The Tree
Council encourages us to advocate for the planting of new trees in hedges as well as

Ayoung tree rescued from a Cantley Park rescuing potential trees from within existing hedges.
hedge, Wokingham Town

THE FUTURE OF THE SURVEY

Whilst the veteran tree survey was closed in 2024, the information will continue
to be accessible on the WDVTA website. The data can be used to support the
protection of old trees and inform planning decisions. It also provides information
for environmental research in the area.

WDVTA is now linked with The Tree Council tree warden scheme and voluntary
tree-related activities will continue. The WDVTA quarterly newsletter ‘Tree Watch’
is sent to all WDVTA members and all issues are on the website.

For more information, general enquires or to join the association go to our website: wdvta.org.uk

Printed by NP Design and Print, Wallingford




Appendix E

Amenities & Leisure Committee Meeting — 224 July 2026

Agenda Item 12.1 — GREEN FAIR - UPDATE

ETC’s Green Fair — Saturday 1% August 2026

The preparations for this year’s Green Fair continue at full speed and with only a couple of weeks to
go final plans are being put into place.

Administration

This year’s change in booking process has proven successful with stallholders submitting a booking
form with no payment and on confirmation of their successful allocation of a pitch, stallholders have
then contacted the office to make their payment.

General

All pitches have now been booked and pitches have been allocated. Stall holders have been contacted
with details of the day and their allotted time of arrival.

Entertainment

On speaking to WBC Waste & Recycling team who have booked a pitch, they have agreed to bring
along one of the new road-sweepers. This will either be Sweeping Beauty or Shaun the Sweep.

ETC Stall

This year’s activity on the ETC stall will be ‘Design Your Own Plant Pot” where children will be able
to draw on small terracotta plant pots their own creative designs and will be able to plant seeds in their
pot to take home.

Emma Carroll, Deputy Town Clerk
13" July 2026



Appendix G

Amenities & Leisure Committee Meeting — 22" July 2026

Agenda Item 14 — BICYCLE SHELTER — RADSTOCK HOUSE

Following the introduction of the Cycle to Work scheme for Earley Town Council staff, officers
recommend that a covered, lockable bicycle shelter be installed at the Council Offices. It would be
beneficial to install this in the near future hence this recommendation is being brought to the
Amenities and Leisure Committee.

Currently, there are 3 bike stands to the side of the building which staff and visitors can use. However,
the cycles are exposed to the elements, sun and heat in the summer and rain at other times of the year.
Provision of a covered shelter that could be used by staff whilst they are at work and by councillors
when they are attending meetings at the council offices, would encourage them to commute by bike
and would protect their bicycles from the weather. This measure supports Earley Town Council’s
green agenda and climate emergency measures.

The proposed shelter would be free standing on the grassed area and would not be visible from the
road. This is not a permanent structure and would be covered by permitted development rights.
Officers propose that the purchase of the bicycle shelter be funded from the Net Zero ear marked
reserve which currently stands at £330k.

Examples of suitable bicycle shelters:

Bike Hangar -Cyclehoop (stores up to 6 bikes) .
£4469.89 ex Vat including delivery (flatpack)
Features anti vandal lock resistant to angle grinders and crowbar attacks.

Height: (closed) 1.3m (open) 2.2m Depth:2m Width: 2.5m



Bike Dock (stores up to 5 bikes)

£3675 Ex Vat including delivery (flatpack)

Height: 1.3m Depth: 2.4m Width: 2.3m

The preference of officers is for the Cyclehoop Bike Hangar, it is compact, subtle in appearance and
easy to use.

Members to discuss and to RESOLVE as appropriate.




