Appendix A

Amenities and Leisure Committee Meeting — 25" October 2023

Agenda Item 5.1  Emergency Flood Plan Test

Background

The lake at Maiden Erlegh Nature Reserve contains 32,000m? of water and is classed as a
‘Grade A’ reservoir. Due to the classification of the lake, ETC, as the Undertaker, are
required to have an On-Site Emergency Flood Plan which is then lodged with the Department
for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs (DEFRA).

ETC has an external Supervising Engineer who carries out an annual inspection of the lake to
record the condition of the two dams, checks for any issues, monitors paperwork, and
identifies any actions in relation to maintenance, these actions must then be undertaken by
ETC. The actions can include things like the clearance of branches, bridge maintenance,
trimming of shrubs/vegetation etc. The Senior Park Ranger and Park Ranger also monitor
water levels at the lake on a weekly basis, keeping a formal record of the information.

Reviewing & Testing of the Plan

In accordance with Section 12AA (4) of the Reservoir Act 1975, ETC must carry out various
reviews and tests of the On-Site Emergency Flood Plan at different intervals. A desktop
review takes place annually and a more active test of the Plan Management Test of the On-
Site Emergency Flood Plan needs to be carried out every 5 years. On 9™ October 2023, this
Management Test of the On-Site Emergency Flood Plan was undertaken.

This particular test is aimed at ensuring that ETC’s Main Responding Officers, as named in
the plan, are knowledgeable in the actions that would be taken in an emergency flood
situation. Officers wearing full PPE including hi-vis clothing, hard hats, head torches etc
carried out a physical walk through of the plan, visiting the areas within the nature reserve
that are specified in the Plan. A test of the equipment was carried out and the setting up of
emergency lighting was practised.

Once the test had been completed, the officers gathered in the Interpretation Centre for a
debrief to discuss any issues or observations in order that amendments can be made to future
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tests if required. A full report of the test undertaken on 9" October will now be submitted to
the external Supervising Engineer.

The named officers in the Plan are:

Lead Officer Grahame Hawker
Incident Control Officer Max Brown
Main Responding Officers Jo Friend, Emma Carroll, Ashley Prior, Martyn Mills

Emma Carroll, Deputy Town Clerk
10.10.2023
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Amenities and Leisure Committee — 25" October 2023

Agenda Item 9 — Berkshire Local Nature Recovery Strategy

Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) webinar 20.9.23
Report by Cllr Sheena Matthews

The Town Clerk and | attended the LNRS webinar for parish and town councils on 20 September
2023. As one of a series of introductory webinars it included a good presentation, a short video on
beautiful Berks and decent time for Q&A. The webinar slides are available on their website along
with a transcript Introduction to the Berkshire Local Nature Recovery Strategy (amazonaws.com).

The initiative comes from the Lawton Report (2019), mandated in the 2021 Environment Act
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2021/30/section/106/enacted , the 2023 Environment
Improvement Plan and its 10 goals for ‘more, better and joined up’ to tackle declining
biodiversity. Responsible authorities are required by law to have regard to this guidance when
preparing their strategy.

Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead are leading on the Berkshire strategy, assisted by
representatives from the other principal authorities within Berkshire. For more information,
including membership of the steering group for Berkshire see Berkshire's Local Nature Recovery
Strategy | RBWM Together. Target date for publishing the Berkshire strategy is autumn 2024.

Local nature recovery strategies are a system of spatial strategies for nature and environmental
improvement required by law under the Act. Each strategy must:
® agree priorities for nature’s recovery
* map the most valuable existing areas for nature
* map specific proposals for creating or improving habitat for nature and wider
environmental goals

Under the regulations, responsible authorities must work together with partners when preparing
their strategy and later when reviewing and preparing it for republication. This aims to:
e provide a single vision for nature recovery and the use of nature-based solutions that all
interested parties have been able to contribute to and work towards
¢ build and strengthen local partnerships that will be important for carrying out the
strategies as well as preparing them
¢ involve the people who own and manage the land, and the people who take regulatory
decisions, so they can contribute to what action is being proposed, where and why

By law, each LNRS must include: a statement of biodiversity priorities and a local habitat map. The
government intends for local nature recovery strategies to inform the local planning process. Local
planning authorities must have regard to them in complying with the strengthened biodiversity duty.
The government will provide separate guidance to explain what this means in practice.

DEFRA is funding the creation of LNRS projects following successful pilots in Cornwall. LNRS is not
intended to produce an action plan and funding is expected to come from existing sources topped
up by landowners and developers. LNRS and local plans are intended to be ‘of equal weight’; DEFRA
will issue further guidance later this year. Landowners will be under no obligation to act on any
recommendations or opportunities that LNRS identifies.


https://ehq-production-europe.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/c90f257b70fcaeb30fc7f62f7cd4d65d0a20f644/original/1697453403/12efddca6dc4a86ca6fe0ce695e3faf8_Berkshire_Nature_Recovery_Introductory_Webinars_-_Councillors.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA4KKNQAKICO37GBEP%2F20231016%2Feu-west-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20231016T124217Z&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=0c3173f95908b8ab3a8c4ddcf6a934e4183d104d8d5139ed7136875f6f37a064
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2021/30/section/106/enacted
https://rbwmtogether.rbwm.gov.uk/berkshire-local-nature-recovery-strategy
https://rbwmtogether.rbwm.gov.uk/berkshire-local-nature-recovery-strategy
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If formally identified as an Opportunity Area, Earley TC could be in the forefront of the LNRS work,
aligning some of our current environmental activities and responsibilities with the LNRS goals.

Earley Green Corridor Proposal

Two members of the Earley Environmental Group are developing a proposal which will hopefully
encourage the creation of green corridors across Earley. The Town Council has already expressed
initial support for the plans and we are awaiting further details of how ETC can support the
development of an Earley Green Corridor document.

In the meantime, the two members of EEG have met with the lead officer of the Berkshire Local
Nature Recovery Strategy to discuss how their corridor proposal would fit into the wider strategy.
Initial discussions have been very positive, it may be the case that the corridor proposal could form a
significant part of the Berkshire LNRS.



