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	Town Clerk:  Philip Truppin
Tel:  0118 986 8995

Fax: 0118 975 6681

e-mail  townclerk@earley-tc.gov.uk


	Council Offices

Radstock Lane

Earley Reading Berks

RG6 5UL
	EARLEY TOWN COUNCIL


	EARLEY TOWN COUNCIL INCREASES ITS SHARE OF THE COUNCIL TAX 
BY LESS THAN 5P PER WEEK



At the meeting of Earley Town Council held on 17th February, Councillors resolved to set a Council Tax precept for the year beginning 1st April 2016 of £778,784. This will mean an increase from last year in the Band D charge from £64.04 to £66.54 and represents an increase of under 5p per week. In proposing the precept, Councillor Norman Jorgensen, Leader of the Council and Chairman of its Policy & Resources Committee, referred to the range of services that the Council provided for people in the local community. In proposing the level of precept, Councillor Jorgensen said, “The finances of the Town Council are tightly controlled. However, we do have the pressure of increases in costs which we have kept to a minimum and this year we are proposing an increase in Council Tax for the Earley Town Council element of £2.50 for a Band D household for the year.” He then handed over to the Chairman of the other Council Committees to describe what their Committees have done and are planning to do.

Councillor Andrew Bradley, Chairman of Planning, asked for his thanks to the Town Clerk and his team be recorded for their hard work in putting together the figures that enabled members of the Council to make an informed and balanced decision, given this year’s precept. He supported the recommendation and this would allow the Planning Committee to provide refurbishment to bus shelters and to pay for those street lights that are provided by the Town Council. Also, the Planning Committee at its monthly meetings considers all of the planning applications relating to developments within Earley Town.

Councillor Linda Chambers, Chairman of the Amenities & Leisure Committee, highlighted the Community Centres and the many facilities that are provided for young people in the Town. She referred to the funding successfully secured for the inclusive Play Park at Sol Joel Park, which can be enjoyed by children with various abilities and has equipment which allows access for wheelchair users. 
The Town Council has also provided space for two Community Orchards and continues to add further wild flower beds in various places. She thanked the Earley Environmental Group in supporting these initiatives. 

Reference was made by Councillor Linda Chambers to the newly refurbished courts at Chalfont Park, which have now been officially opened and funded by Wokingham Borough Council with money from developments within the Town. This now gives the Laurel Park Netball Team a permanent home. There will be improvements to the Silverdale Centre and redecoration and replacement air conditioning at Maiden Place Community Centre. She also said that she was hopeful that Earley Town Council could secure an agreement with Wokingham Borough Council to take over the complete running of Laurel Park before too long.

Finally, Councillor Norman Jorgensen said that within the money available through Council Tax, the Town Council funds the Help Shop at the Council Offices which provides support and advice on Town and Borough Council services. The Council also provides grants to those that provide transport services for the elderly and less abled people, as well as the Citizens Advice Bureaux in both Wokingham and Reading. Support is also provided to various voluntary groups who cater for the needs of Earley residents. Councillor Jorgensen also said that Earley Town Council would continue to work with the Borough Council to maximise the use of developer contributions and source grants. 
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