
AMENITIES & LEISURE COMMITTEE 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities & Leisure Committee held in the Council Chamber at 

the Council Offices, Radstock Lane, Earley, Reading on Wednesday, 14th January 2015 which 

commenced at 7.45 p.m. 

 

Present 

 

Chairman – Councillor M J Firmager 

 

Councillors Mrs L Chambers, D Chopping, Ms M de Jong, G Grandison, N Page and Miss J 

Rance JP 

 

In attendance: Councillor P Willis 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Dr N Holloway (family bereavement), 

K Miall (WBC meeting) and T Maher (Work Commitment). 

 

 

61. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 29th October 2014 were approved as a true and 

correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

62. COMMUNITY & YOUTH CENTRES 

 

62.1 Radstock Lane Community Centre 

 

62.1.1 Floor Refurbishment 

 

Members were reminded that, in order to maintain the floors at the Community 

Centres in good condition, it was necessary for them to be machine scrubbed to 

remove deposits and re-varnished on a regular basis.  

 

This work was carried out on a cyclical basis and the floor in question was last 

properly refurbished in August 2011. 

 

A quotation had been received from specialist Contractor, Peter Dorrell & Co., for the 

necessary remedial work to be carried out, in the sum of £2,875 + VAT in respect of 

the Main Hall at Radstock Lane Community Centre, a copy of which was attached to 

the Agenda for Councillors' consideration. 

 

The Town Clerk added that, for Members’ information, an amount of £1,600 had 

been allocated for floor treatment in year 2014/15 and an amount of £1,575 had been 

carried forward to earmarked resources for additional work needed, furthermore, if 

the work was undertaken immediately, the £1,648 allocated for 2015/16 and the 

Capital sum of £2,800 could be removed from the Budget. 

 

In view of the specialist nature of the work, it was requested that the appropriate 

Financial Standing Order 11.1(b)(i) be suspended and work be completed within 

Budget Year 2014/15. 
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RESOLVED that, in view of the specialist nature of the work, Financial Standing 

Order 11.1(b)(i) be suspended and the work be completed within Budget Year 

2014/15. 

 

62.2 Community & Youth Centre Leases 

 

The Town Clerk reported that, although the Heads of Terms for Centrepoint had been 

agreed, he had requested that there be some tweaks to the drawings.  At present there 

was no access to the bin storage area which needed to be amended.  The Silverdale 

Centre terms were still outstanding from Wokingham Borough Council. 

 

63. ESTIMATES 

 

Consideration was given to the draft estimates of income and expenditure for 2015/16 

and the revised estimates for 2014/15 which had been circulated with the agenda for 

Councillors’ consideration. Members were reminded that, following any 

recommendations made by this Committee, the draft budget would be forwarded to 

the Policy & Resources Committee for comment to assist in the preparation of the 

Precept Working Papers. 

 

With regard to the Silverdale Community & Youth Centre, the Town Clerk drew 

attention to the need for urgent replacement of the windows.  Furthermore, the 

cladding needed to be renewed to ensure that it was weather proof and insulated and 

this could be implemented by the Town Council’s maintenance section.  Additionally, 

there was a requirement to provide internal partitioning to permit a level of privacy 

for the Main Hall and separate access to the Bike Workshop, the Jungle Room and 

the Butterfly Room.  The Town Clerk added that it would then be possible to bring 

the Music Studio and the Jungle Room together as a suite which would enhance the 

hiring potential of the building.  Members noted that the Centre was around 40/50 

years old and the bulk of the building was covered by a flat roof.  The Town Clerk 

further reported that there might be a small amount of Section 106 monies available 

for internal work at the Silverdale Community & Youth Centre.  It was also noted 

that the windows at Radstock Lane Community Centre required replacement for 

Health & Safety reasons.  It was also pointed out that, if work carried out as stated at 

Minute 62.1.1 was completed in 2014/15, the revisions to the Estimates could be 

made. 

 

 RESOLVED that  

 

 1. the revised estimates for 2014/15 be approved 

 

 2. the draft estimates as amended as per Minute 62.1.1 for 2015/16 be approved 

 

3. the Policy & Resources Committee be recommended to approve the revised 

estimates for 2014/15 and the draft estimates for 2015/16, as attached 

herewith 

 

4. The Facilities Manager be authorised to liaise with Councillor Chopping with 

regard to the work required at the Silverdale Community & Youth Centre. 

 

64. EARLEY TOWN PLAN 

 

Consideration was given to Recommendation 2 at Minute 34 of the Policy & 

Resources Committee held on 12th November 2014 in which it was recommended 
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that this Committee be requested to incorporate the reservoir land in Elm Lane with 

the plan. 

 

The Town Clerk suggested the references in the Town Plan should be an aspiration to 

investigate the possibility of taking over the management of the land.  However it was 

noted that Wokingham Borough Council currently owned the land and had a 2 year 

maintenance contract on it. 

 

RESOLVED that the Town Council endeavours to negotiate the management of the 

land when Wokingham Borough Council’s contract expires and that an appropriate 

reference be included in the Town Plan in the General section. 

 

65. REDHATCH COPSE  

 

The Committee noted that the Borough Council had elected to request the Developer 

to transfer the Public Open Space associated with the Sibly Hall application 

(including Redhatch Copse) to Earley Town Council.  However, this could only take 

place on occupation of the 50th property.  The Town Clerk was requested to inquire as 

to when this would be likely to happen. 

 

66. PROPOSAL FOR A COMMUNITY ORCHARD 

 

Members noted that a planting scheme for the Paddick Drive site had been received 

from the Earley Environmental Group.  The scheme was being considered for the 

appropriate number of trees, appropriate species, the appropriate age and size of the 

saplings, the appropriate space between the trees for pollination and to allow space 

for public walking.  The Senior Park Ranger added that the Environment Group 

wanted trees that were reasonably productive and included Berkshire bred varieties.  

It had been suggested that they be planted as an orchard with the feel of an open 

space.  The Town Clerk advised that, with regard to the varieties, there was a need to 

check the position with regard to pollination.  He further suggested that there were 

two ways forward as follows: 

 

1. If the Town Council wanted a degree of control on what is done/planted, there 

would be a need to indicate to the Environmental Group that the Council had an 

interest in the scheme 

 

2. The Environmental Group be given an area in which to plant the trees and, if it 

failed, the Town Council would not be responsible. 

 

It was noted that, as a voluntary body, the Environmental Group might have access 

for funding.  Members were of the opinion that the Town Council should have control 

of the scheme and, accordingly, it was  

 

RESOLVED that 

 

1. the concept of a Community Orchard be approved with a main site and, possibly 

a satellite site  

 

2. the Senior Park Ranger be requested to formulate a plan for the orchard 

 

3. the possibility of using heritage trees be investigated. 
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67. PUBLICATIONS 

 

The Committee noted that the following item had been received and was available for 

viewing in the Council Chamber: 

 

National Association of Memorial 

Masons: 

Newsletter – October 2014 

 

68. PRESS RELEASES 

 

RESOLVED that the item relating to the Community Orchard should receive 

emphasis. 

 

69. TERMINATION OF MEETING 

 

 The meeting was declared closed by the Chairman at 9.11pm. 

 


